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the world were to be prevented from retrograding, but at the
time when the Roman Peace had made it possible for the world
to be impregnated by the new spirit ; thus bringing together
three practically independent movements of the human mind,
with all the generations of human souls who, like the coral
builders, co-operated in the result, and for ends vaster than
those they knew, into a single harmonious union. Or again,
this Controlling Factor is seen when Greek Philosophy, sailing
gaily along in its own boat, encounters dogmatic Christianity
sailing along independently in its, but with a crew animated by
an entirely different spirit, and after coming nearer and nearer,
as they touch each other it is found that for the first time it can
logically unite with Christianity, and have its crew taken over
by it; thus making it possible for the entire Western World to
cross the trackless forests of the Middle Ages guided by one
Religion, penetrated by one Philosophy, and animated by one
Spirit. Or, speaking generally, we may say that this Controlling^
Factor discloses itself when all the cataclysms and convulsions
of States, all the effects of battles, and all the uncertainties and
vicissitudes of fortune are seen, when looked at from a sufficient
perspective, to issue as if by design in a single definite result,
namely a higher type of Civilization; as when, for example,
the barbarian invaders storming in from all sides on the Empire
succeeded in impregnating it with a new principle of life,
namely Personal Liberty, a principle which was as necessary to
break up the old Roman State, as Christianity was to break up
the old Roman Religion ; and one, too, which started Religion
in the West on a new course of development, and one to which
the East never attained. It is seen, too, in the Reformation,
which slowly maturing on its own lines suddenly broke in on
Catholicism and revivified the morality of Christianity at a
time when by its corruptions it had relapsed so far that it had
issued in a Neo-Paganism, differing from the old in little but
the name. Or? again, wlien the Spirit of Liberty, which had
been gradually ripening for centuries, found in the principles of